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i. Max Reimann and three other Gommnist functionaries wore present in Berlin on 
the 2ist of June. They were summoned to participate in conversations with the 
SED Politbucro, which were made necessary by the political aituation in the 
Ruhr District following the recent elections in North "hine-Westphalia. 


2, The conversations. were concerned with the further decline of Corrmnist voting 
strength in the Ruhr. The Politbuero had received a previous report Prom Reimann 
in unich he stated that an increased Comrunist vote couid be expected, He had 
evaluated the French plan for pooling the heavy industries of the huhr as espaci-- 
ally favorable for the furtherance of Communist propaganda, The spreading of 
tpeace" propaganda, which had been assigned to the KPD, and which could charae- 
terize all other Gernan political parties as representatives of the "Vegtern 
European and transatlantic war nongers", had been considered by the Berlin 
Polithuero to be an especially promisinz line for tho KPD in Yestern Germany 
and particulariy in the Ruhr District. 


=. The SED Polittuero has perceived that, instead of the expected results, the 
Communist Party in North Rhine-Vestphalia made by far the poorest showine at 
the polls it has made since 4% boran ita activivy in the Ruhr. The Berlin 
conversations were to attenpt to analyze whether this fully nervative and ur- 
expectedly poor result was a consequence of the Ruasian policy toward Germany 
or was caused ty the economic and political relationships in ‘lestern Europa 
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4. The question whether the KPD should continu? to work in its present form in 
Vestern Gernany or should be mer7ed into another or several different orvani- 
gational forms was to be examined durin’ the Berlin taiks. Once again an attempt 
will be made to shift the main emphasis from the party as such to the trade 
unions. The agreement made on 15 June 1950 in Borlin between the French 
Comunist~—led labor union federation and the FDGB will ba taken as the point 
of departure for Commmnist action anont the vorkers in Weotern Germany, parm 
ticularly those in the Ruhr. The connection between the KPD and the SED and, 
above ali, between the KPD and the USSR, will be soft~pedalled in favor of 
the propa anda theme urring the laborine populace in ‘Jest Eurore to turn 
‘arainst the Marshall Plan "policy of exploitation". In this sense the Gornan- 
French trade union arreement will have pricrity over the German dependence 


on the USSR as a propaganda thame. 
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These lines of thcurht are to be discussed in the Berlin talks, and have 
been avreed to by the Soviet authorities. 


During the week of 12-16 June 1950 the Tolitbuero of the “ED concentrated 

nainly on the problem of ‘Jest Berlin. The article written by Rudolf Herrnstadt in 
Neves DevtschIsnd, which accused the Berlin ED party leadership of retreatin7 
before the actualities of the political situation, ws weitten on orders of ths 
Poliihuero, The rurpose was to bring out into the open the controversy over 

what the SED bas done and failed to do in lest Berlin. Immediately after the 
publication of the article and the tsalf-critical" answer br Hans Jendretzky, 

the Xreia Conferences of the SED in ‘lest Berlin took place on 17 and If June, 

The Politbucro had thourht by this series of moves to make the SED and the 
populace aware that ones more an atterpt vould be made to penetrate Vest Berlin. 
This time, hovever, the new line is to be characterized by a campaign for tneace™, 


Tt has been ascertained that, to date, only 50,000 sinmatures have been collected 
from the Vest Berlin population to the retition to outlaw the use of the atow 
bonb. To berin the new campaion, all test Berliners woo work in Zast Borlin, 
S-Bahn workers, etc., will be required to sign the petition. Since the non 
political aspect of the petition can ve easily played up in sports and artistic 
circles, the Folitbuero expects to have considerable success in Nest Berlin in 
furthering the "peace" canpaien. As these sicnatures can then he combined with 
the sienatures of convinced Corrunists, a further inroad is expected to be made 
in other strata of the Vest Berlin public. The third party conference of the 
SED will mt particular emphasis on survestions submitted by Vest Berlin dele~ 
sates, and a plan will be devised which is supposed to take into consideration 
and ansyver all the problems peculiar to "Jest Berlin. 

Personnel chancas within the Landessekretariat of the SED have been undertaken 
to aid the implementation of this new action against ‘Jest Berlin. Professor 
Robert Havemann, whe was suspended by the test Berlin Magistrat , has been 
onlered to assume direction of the campaign and has been attached directly 

to the Folitbuero. 
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